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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening devices, 

including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids, are also available 

from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in 

the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

• Welcome to our guests! You worship with us not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. 

This is his house, and he is your heavenly Father. Come, then, into his presence, 

offering him your love and service. Come, expecting to share in the greatest things 

that life can offer. Come, hearing of full and free forgiveness. Come, knowing that 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, you are “more than 

conquerers” over sin, death, and the devil. And please worship with us again!  
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Easter Festival Service 
 

April 12, 2020 
 

Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to take us from death to life. 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Call to Worship I Know that My Redeemer Liveth 

 by George Frideric Handel 

 

 I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

 And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth 

 

 And though worms destroy this body, 

 Yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

 

 For now is Christ risen from the dead, 

 The first-fruits of them that sleep. 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 157 
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M: People of God, Christ is risen! 

 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

M: We celebrate this festival day in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR EASTER 

 

M: Now brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and 

on which you have taken your stand.  

 

C: By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 

you have believed in vain. 

 

M: For what I received I passed on you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 

 

C:  that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

 

(sung) I know that my Redeemer lives; what comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

 He lives, he lives who once was dead; he lives, my ever-living Head!  
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 He lives triumphant from the grave; he lives eternally to save. 

 He lives all-glorious in the sky; he lives exalted there on high. 

 

M: If it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead?  

 

C: If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

 

M: And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith…your faith is 

futile, you are still in your sins. 

 

C: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 

 

(sung) He lives to bless me with his love; he lives to plead for me above. 

 He lives, my hungry soul to feed; he lives to help in time of need. 

 

 He lives to grant me rich supply; he lives to guide me with his eye. 

 He lives to comfort me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 

M: The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 

 

C: it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 

 

M: it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

 

C: it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

 

(sung) He lives to silence all my fears; he lives to wipe away my tears. 

 He lives to calm my troubled heart; he lives all blessings to impart. 

 

 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; he lives and loves me to the end. 

 He lives, and while he lives I’ll sing; he lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

M: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. 

 

C: For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  
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M: When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, 

then the saying that is written will come true: 

 

C: ”Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

 

All: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  1 Corinthians 15 

 

(sung) He lives and grants me daily breath; he lives, and I shall conquer death. 

 He lives my mansion to prepare; he lives to bring me safely there. 

 

 He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 

 Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: “I know that my Redeemer lives!”  

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you conquered death and 

opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, 

may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Jonah 2:2-9 

Jonah’s predicament foreshadows Jesus’ death and return to life. 

  

 [Jonah] said: “In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. 

From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened to my cry. 

You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of the seas, 

  and the currents swirled about me;  

  all your waves and breakers swept over me. 

 I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight;  

  yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’ 

 The engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; 

  seaweed was wrapped around my head.  
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 To the roots of the mountains I sank down;  

  the earth beneath barred me in forever. 

 But you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD my God. 

 When my life was ebbing away,  

  I remembered you, LORD, 

  and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. 

 Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. 

 But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. 

 What I have vowed I will make good.  

 Salvation comes from the LORD.” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 118 

When we proclaim what the LORD has done, we give witness to his move from death to life. 

  

 

  

 The LORD is my strength and my song; 

  he has become my salvation. 

 

 The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 

  the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 

 

 I will not die but live, 

  and will proclaim what the LORD has done. Refrain 
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 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

  you have become my salvation. 

 

 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

  the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

 This is the day the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

Second Lesson Colossians 3:1-4 

Since we have been raised with Christ, we have passed from death to life. 

 

 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, 

and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also 

will appear with him in glory. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. This is the day the Lord has made; let 

us rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 

The women were some of the first witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection from death to life. 

 

 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 

to look at the tomb. 

 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 

tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white 

as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go   



pg. 9 

 

quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There 

you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 

me.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem   Resurrection Victory 

    by Cecil F. Alexander, Godfrey Thring, and Lloyd Larson  

 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! Sing it out with joyful voice! 

 He has burst the three days’ prison, let the whole wide earth rejoice! 

 Death is conquererd, we are free, Christ has won the victory. 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! He shall reign for all eternity! 

 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! Risen to a holy state! 

 We are free from sin’s dark prison, he has opened heaven’s gate. 

 Death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory. 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! He shall reign for all eternity! 

 

 Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 

 And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save, 

 His glories now we sing, of him who died and rose on high, 

 He died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die. 

 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! Sing it out with joyful voice! 

 He has burst the three days’ prison, let the whole wide earth rejoice! 

 Death is conquererd, we are free, Christ has won the victory. 

 He is risen! Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
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Hymn of the Day Awake, My Heart, With Gladness 

Christian Worship 156 
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Sermon Matthew 28:1-10 

A Memorable Easter 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

     arranged by Robert Powell 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Prayer of the Church for Easter 

M: O God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the 

sheep, we praise and thank you for the new life you have given us through his glorious 

resurrection. Give us a living hope to believe that the grave has no power over us and that we 

have been made partakers of eternal life. 

 

C: Strengthen all your people that we may be faithful to death and may receive the crown of 

life. 

 

M: Almighty God, as your Son rose from the dead for us, victorious over sin and the grave, grant 

that sin may no longer live in our hearts. By the power of his resurrection, set our minds on 

things above, not on earthly things. 

 

C: Grant that in Christ’s resurrection we may conquer sin and find strength to resist the 

devil’s temptations. 

 

M: In every adversity and trial preserve us, O Lord. With your Easter promises, remove the fear of 

death from the hearts of the dying and the sadness of death from hearts that feel the loss of 

family and friends. Defend the weak and vulnerable, especially the unborn, the aged, those 

who are hungry, homeless, unemployed, and those who are struggling under the load of 

troubles and trials. 

 

C: Bestow your gracious favor on our homes and families and bless us with Easter’s joy and 

consolation. 

 

M: Send us the power of your Holy Spirit that our Easter joy may lead us to share the message of 

the resurrection with family, friends, and co-workers. Open our hearts to support the work of 

those who labor in your name throughout the world. Let the light of your love fill the hearts of 

others as it has led us to rejoice on this day. 

 

C: Bring many more to trust that Jesus has forgiven all their sins and prepared a place for 

them in heaven. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Hear us, O Father, for the sake of him who was the first to rise from the dead and is now alive 

forevermore: Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom 

Christian Worship Supplement 722 
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Please stand 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise and thanks for your glorious resurrection from the dead 

and for the opportunity to once again hear this good news and rejoice in it. Through your death 

our sins were buried with you, but now through your resurrection sin and death are left behind. 

May we live our lives in this resurrection joy, continually putting off the old and striving to 

live a new and holy life which reflects glory to your name, until we also rise and reign with 

you in everlasting joy; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

Christian Worship 143 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude Jesus Christ Is  Risen Today 

 arranged by Sue Mitchell-Wallace and John H. Head  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 Adam Sipe, trumpet  

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

“I Know that My Redeemer Liveth” Text public domain. 

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” Text and tune public domain. 

“I Know that My Redeemer Lives” Text public domain. 

“Psalm 118” Tune © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone public domain. 

“Resurrection Victory” © 2010 Lorenz Publishing Company. 

”Awake, My Heart, With Gladness” Text and tune public domain. 

 “Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom” Text © 1995 Concordia Publishing House. Tune © 2008  

Northwestern Publishing House 

“He’s Risen, He’s Risen” Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Tune public domain. 

“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and © 1975, 1988 Augsburg  

 Publishing House. 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 

  
M Acts 10:34-43 Luke 24:13-35 

T Acts 13:16a, 26-33 Luke 24:36-47 

W Acts 3:12-20 John 21:1-14 

R Acts 8:26-40 Matthew 28:16-20 

F 1 Peter 3:18-22 John 20:11-18 

S 1 Peter 2:1-10 John 20:1-9 
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Parents’ Preview for April 19 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“This is the Feast” 
 

During the Easter season (Sundays through May 24 this year), Christian Worship 265 serves as the song 

of praise after the Confession of Sins. It is particularly appropriate to sing during the Easter season as 

we celebrate the victory of Christ the Lamb of God and look forward to his eternal heavenly reign.   

 

 

  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 
 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


